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Flour and eggs Two simple ingredients combine to make pasta How

Phillies manager Ryne
Sandberg is concentrating
on ‘right now,’ not rebuilding srorrs
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n | Jazz great Al Jarreau shares wisdom,
CamP be techniques with Camden students

to cut costs
by $200M

No word yet on job cuts
in streamlined operations

JIM WALSH COURIER-POST

Campbell Soup Co. announced plans Wednesday to
cut annual costs by at least $200 million in an effort to
boost its finances.

The Camden firm said it plans to eliminate “excess
layers of management” and to standardize “common
processes across the business divisions.”

The cutbacks, to begin with budgeting for fiscal
2016, will produce “additional funds for growth,” the
company said in a statement. It also said a new corpo-
rate structure will simplify the firm “to improve its
agility in the marketplace.”

The company said “full execution” of the changes
wilkrequire about three years. It said significant:sav-
ings are not expected in the currentfiscal year.

Campbell executives discussed theplans at a-con-

See CUTS, Page 5A

Seven-time Grammy Award-winning jazz vocalist Al Jarreawinstructs Camden studer_{t from-Creative-Arts:Morgan Village
Academy on'Wednesday at the Philadelphia Clef Club in preparation for their upcoming concert.

LESSONS FROM
THE MASTER

COURIER-POST FILE
Campbell Soup Co. says “full execution’ of its cost-cutting
plan will take about three years. The Camden-based food STEVE WOOD COURIER-POST
giant is reorganizing operations into three new divisions.

hey waited six months for this moment. « Almost nothing could keep select

vocal students of Creative Arts Morgan Village Academy in Camden from

oS meeting seven-time Grammy Award-winning jazz artist Al Jarreau in Phila-
Coalition wants .

delphia. « That is, aside from a half-foot of snow Tuesday and the news that
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Marijuana should be legalized in New Jersey be-
cause existing laws waste police resources, unfairly
target minorities and leave millions of dollars in po-
tential tax revenue unrealized by relegating it to the
underground market, a coalition said Wednesday in
announcing a public education initiative.

New Jersey United for Marijuana Reform wants to
legalize marijuana for people over 21, tax it and reg-
ulate its distribution. Among the groups represented
at Wednesday’s news conference were the American

Civil Liberties Union New Jersey, the NAACP State .

Conference of New Jersey and Law Enforcement
Against Prohibition.
NJUMR is focusing its efforts on educating the

See LEGAL, Page 7A
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Behind the munchies: Researchers learn how marijuana
tricks the brain into craving a feeding frenzy. Page 1B
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“This is the first time I didn’t want a snow day,”
quipped vocal instructor Suzzette Ortiz Wednesday.
“Yesterday (Tuesday) they were calling me at 6 in the
morning, so I knew it was going to be even better, be-
cause they’re anxious.”

The 18 students didn’t even wait to take the Philadel-
phia Clef Club Jazz stage to begin their vocal version of
“The Circle of Life” Wednesday afternoon, harmoniz-
ing the tribal tune from “The Lion King” en route to the
seated icon onstage.

“I'mnot worthy! I'm not worthy!” said Jarreau, bow-
ing to the Camden class in his best “Wayne’s World” im-
pression. “That’s really a special kind of performance,
to reach for that connection with the audience, where
you stand and sing a cappella moving to stage.

“You blew my mind.”

The versatile vocalist has earned 12 Grammy nomi-
nations over more than 40 years of performing and is
the only singer to win the award in jazz, pop and gospel.

Even though many weren’t familiar with his work
six months ago, the middle and high school students
from Creative Arts knew the honor was theirs, as well
asthe two other classes chosen for the program: Girard
Academic Music Program and Philadelphia Perform-
ing Arts: A String Theory Charter School.

“It’s nerve-racking, but it’s ex¢iting to be perform-
ing with a renowned, known singer, to have his feed-
back and to vibe with him,” says Desiree Colon, a senior
bound for Eastern University in New York. “It’s really
cool.”

Her choir was prepared, practicing a swinging med-

See JARREAU, Page 5A
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Senior Desiree C»lon is among students from Creative Arts
Morgan Village Academy, Camden, rehearsing with jazz
vocalist Al Jarreau Wednesday in Philadelphia.

“That’s really inspiring to me. That
shows me I could do something. ... If
I-can keep developing, maybe
someday I can reach his level, or
maybe touch his level.”

JOHN WHITE, SOPHOMORE VOCAL MUSIC STUDENT

See a video and photo gallery of singer Al Jarreau’s session with the

Creative Arts Morgan Village Academy students at courierpostonline.com
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ley of Jarreau’s . most
well-known interpreta-
tions, “Take Five” and
“Better Than Anything.”

“Take a little time out *

with meee. Oh just take
five, just take five,” the
choir sang. “Stop your
busy day and take the
time out to seeee — that
I'm alive, I'm alive.”

Jarreau took an hour
to share musical tech-
niques, critiques and sto-
ries with each program
and will rejoin them at
the Center City jazz ven-
ue Thursday for a pri-
vate afternoon perfor-
mance.

More than once the
Milwaukee native salut-
ed the Camden class on
attempting songs with
odd time signatures.

Though keeping an
odd beat challenges
many musicians, Colon
has learned it’s a no-
brainer.

Literally.

“Our vocal depart-
ment and the music de-
partment strive to teach
you how to flow, like how
to not think and just go
with the musie, so for us
it wasn’t hard,” Colon
says. “It was challenging
to come up with syllables
to put on to the music.”

COVER STORY

Upon noticing they
were set to perform anoth-
er jumpy song in Chick
Corea’s composition

“Spain,” Jarreau took the .

time to make a special re-
quest.

“Next time I want to
hear ...,” said Jarreau be-
fore sliding into a jazzy
stutter that caught the cu-
riosity of the students he
flanked, “.. you singing
the blues, because so
much of jazz is based on
the blues.” .

Sophomore John White
was up for the first skitty-
a-bop scat solo and the
challenge.

“I'm always alert when
I do things like that. I was
winging it,” said White,
who firstlearned he would
be leading the song with
some improvisation on the
bus ride Wednesday
morning. “That’s what I
think jazz is — winging it
and feeling good about
what you do.”

Though cool under
pressure, White didn’t de-
ny the nerves he felt while
sharing a melody with the
74-year-old legend. He ex-
ited the stage with a price-
less memory, a valuable
lesson and endless inspi-
ration.

“Famous people aren’t
as scary as some people
make them out to be,” said
the bow-tied alto bass. “I
came here and thought,
‘Oh, he’s probably going to
be mean, but I learned you

have to humble yourself
when you're doing stuff
that you love. He said he’s
been doing this for years.

“That’s really inspiring
to me. That shows me I
could do something. ..: If I
can keep developing,
maybe someday I can
reach his level, or maybe
touch his level.”

Even in the changing
time signature of “Spain,”
the class had the time of
their lives.

“This is not something
youdoall the time,” sopho-
more Naima Hazzard
said. “It’s a great learning
experience.”

Sharing the music

But they didn’t learn -

passively; Jarreau
wouldn’t allow it. In the
name of “creative sponta-
neity,” the chorus passed
around a microphone as if
it were on fire.
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Jazz vocalist Al Jarreau instructs the Camden students
Wednesday at the Philadelphia Clef Club.

Eighth-grader Cierra
Irizarry pointed out notes
high and low during her
scat, senior Kenyatta Isra-
el launched into sultry
spoken word, and sopho-
more Victor Rivera un-
leashed the beatbox.

“I knew it was one of his
specialties, so I went into
it a little nervous,” Rivera
said. “... But after I started
getting into it, it got easier,
and I sort of looked at him
and he was enjoying it,so I
felt more comfortable.”

Class members are
used to performing under
pressure. They took gold
in all six categories in a
choral competition hosted
by World Strides Heritage
Festivals in Nashville,
Tennessee.

“It’s been quite a jour-

‘ney,” Ortiz said. “Most stu-

dents struggle to impro-
vise, but after a while they
are beginning to grasp the
concept. For some, im-

provisation comes easier
than others.”

Mainly a fan of Alicia
Keys, Beyonce and Etta
James, Irizarry knew only
some of Jarreau’s work,
namely “Take Five.” That
changed thanks to Ortiz,
YouTube and her jealous
grandma.

“My grandma shared
some information on him
with me, too,” Irizarry
says. “She said, ‘Please tell
him I went to his concert
about 40 years ago.’ ”

“Even though the stu-
dents were not familiar
with Al Jarreau’s incredi-
ble vocal music legacy,
they have learned to love
and respect his music,”
Ortiz says.

Toward the end of his
first master class, Jarreau
encouraged the teens to
study not just famous
songs like “Take Five” or
“Spain” but the biogra-
phies of those who com-
pose them to better cap-
ture its soul.

“I'm so touched from
you being here and doing
some music of mine in my
(first year with the Artist-
N-Residency program),”
Jarreau says. “I hope it
happens again, maybe
with horn players.”

Reach Steve Wood at
(856) 486-2474 or at
stewood@courierpost
online.com. Follow him
on Twitter
@CP_SteveWood.




